DRAFT -Bamburgh Parish Council

Minutes of the Virtual Parish meeting held on Tuesday 19th January 2021 at 6.30pm via Zoom Platform.
Present – Barbara Brook (BB) Andrew Bardgett (AB) Kirsty Dobson (KD) John Mackey (JM) Alex Tait (AT) Kate Morton (KM) Cllr Guy Renner-Thompson (GRT) 

Joan Mitchell (JMC) also Jessica Turner (JT) AONB
Also present, Ian Smith (JMPI Media Limited) and 6 members of the public
1. Apologies – None
2. Declaration of interest – None
3. Minutes of 8th December 2020 – Minutes Agreed
Bamburgh Conservation Area Character Appraisal – Draft 

Jessica Turner – AONB- explained that the drafting of a Conservation Area Character Appraisal came about as a result of the Neighbourhood Plan process back in 2017. The main aim of a CACA is to widen appreciation of the village's special interest, raise awareness of why this part of the village is a conservation area, and provide an evidence base for managing change. The primary legislation governing Conservation Areas is the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. Section 69(2) of the Planning Act 1990 states that the Local Planning Authority (LPA) keep conservation areas under consideration and Section 71 of the requires the LPA to formulate and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of Conservation Areas. To this end the CACA is very much an NCC document to help the planners but also, hopefully help residents to treasure the historic qualities that make Bamburgh so special.
 
JT welcomed initial public comments and addressed:
Q1 J. Cowan - The scale and reproduction of the base mapping dictates that is not possible to annotate every street name. The Victoria Hotel is not listed, and the CACA does not deal with the specifics of whether consent has been granted or not. Agree that some of the houses on Lucker Road a fine example of Edwardian housing but this is not a particularly rare building type locally or nationally and is at some distance from the historic core of the village that forms the current conservation area. It should be noted the AONB designation affords the same protection in terms of limiting permitted development rights as both are classed as Article 2 (3) land. 
Q2 C.J. Blake – Agree that light pollution is an issue in terms of conserving the dark sky quality, heritage style streetlights would contribute to the character of the conservation area, but this is a budget issue for a NCC street lighting. AONB has been working with Castle Estates in relation to a lighting plan.
Q3 R. Dent - thanked for observation and comments. Map on page 16 is Historic Landscape Characterisation - this is a national data set so the key shown is the national key so some classification will not occur in the map tile selected. It is a broad-brush classification which explains the very general description of features. 
Q4 S. McDermott - The 2014 date on the map on page 16 relates to the OS Copyright due to HLC data being OS derived rather than the date of the base map. The HLC is based on OS map, historic maps, and aerial photographs so even if the base map data changes the classification in HLC will remain. Protection of the old orchard/change to the conservation area boundary - Section 69 of the 1990 Planning Act sets out that changes to the boundary are made by the LPA - this has resource issue and involves feasibility studies, full consultation, and advertising. But, as in the answer above, conservation areas and AONB both fall into Article 2 (3) so are afforded the same protection. Photographs - those used reflect the photographs available and usable (copyright/reproduction) by the consultant. If a parishioner or other has images that they think sums up the historic character better and have permission for reproduction, then more than happy to replace images.
JT confirmed that further comments and views welcomed for next PC meeting.
4.  Public Questions – Judy Cowan asked for update on Church Street pavement, GRT responded that the Highways Inspector will be inspecting the pavement for repair. Ralph Baker-Cresswell asked if Bamburgh Festival should be planned for 2021- all agreed that due to current restrictions and planning timescale requirements we should plan for 2022, with a smaller event in 2021 if possible.
5. Financial Statement– JMC update on the financial statement, bank statement @ 18/01/21 = £14,478.25 current account, £12,433.57 saver account.
.
6. Matters Arising:
· Gordon Whitelaw – BB – Gordon who lived and worked in Bamburgh all his life, sadly passed away recently. We wish to express our deepest sympathy to his family.
· Highways Update – AB – disappointed at the response received from Richard McKenzie i.e., Police Survey not available, rumble strips removal due 2019 still not undertaken. GRT confirmed decisions are by Highways and AONB but also confirmed a budget of £30k was in draft plan, yellow lines down The Wynding should go ahead approx. 15/02/21 also confirmed £120k approved for road repairs from Bamburgh to Glororum. BB requested GRT to keep parish in the loop.
· Steps to Lighthouse – JMC – Works to repair the steps have now been successfully completed. BB has expressed thanks to all the volunteers for their hard work. Peter Hill from Trinity Estates has also expressed gratitude to the Parish Council for their responsiveness to the issue. 
· Parking Survey – JM – Closing date 25th January, subcommittee formed to include JM, AB, KD who will collate information into a user-friendly summary and give an update at next meeting.
· Broadband – JM – 100% Target achieved, service deliverable within 12 months. JM confirmed that emails had been received from Gov.uk and although agreement was required this can by changed before installation. 
· Wheelchair Access to Beach – KD/BB – NCC agreed to fund 1 chair and NE Access would supply 2 chairs, large storage container necessary, KD will discuss with Castle Estate before submitting a pre-app, discussion also took place regarding the availability of Disabled W.C.s
· Precept – BB/JMC – Agreed from previous minutes.
· Path Bamburgh to Glororum – KM – has spoken to Richard McKenzie regarding updated price for B2 option, also discussed with one of the two landowners involved i.e., Castle Estates who advised that Brexit has now removed farming subsidies replacement is awaited. There may be other schemes worth waiting for which could provide funds for public access plans, GRT and JT also advised that landowners agreements need to be considered. KM will continue to progress, but the issue will be removed from the agenda until such time as new funding information is available.  
· Playpark – JM – a subcommittee of 5 has now been formed, future potential area of playpark has now been agreed by Castle Estates to extend to alongside the Tennis Courts. All current equipment assessed and will need to be replaced, also as currently on a hill assessing costing of ground works etc. Two supplier visits have taken place for tender, a third will be necessary after restrictions lifted. Approvals from NCC and AONB to be gained, costs assessed, and donations sought, therefore expected after summer 2022. JM confirmed all plans would be Environmentally Friendly.
· Walled Garden Update – BB – GRT asked for update, no further information received but should be by January month end.
· Planning Applications – 
20/03979/LBC and 20/03953/LBC The Friars, Radcliffe Road, NE69 7AE, No objections.
Date of next meeting to be held on Tuesday 9th March 2021 at 6.30pm via Zoom Platform.
